ch-151k 1880's
Nestwood Manor Tenant House
Newport
Private

This small, one story frame house consisted
of one room downstairs, and another up. Its interssting
frame construction reflects the transition from
the traditional post and beam firames to the newer
balloon frames that became the dominant type for
tenant houses in the last decades of the 19th century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This one story, small house stands atop a hill abcut 150
yards east of the main house and was one of a series of houses
that were similar in size tha;:;:god on this hill, Thﬁye were
not in a steaight row, however, like slave houses on some
large plantations, but were staggered about in position on
the hilk“jop. This house 1is now abandonned, and is gradually
deteriorating. The others are gone.

The house faces south, with its roof line running east-west,
The facade and rear length consist of one btay, as does the
wWidth. The frame is sheathed by unpainted weatherboards and
is capped by a gable roof that was originally covered with wood
shingles and now with tin. Trim boa&rds accent the corners., The

on
frame itself rests debarked log posts, The framing members

A

consist of large hewn sills, posts, and plates, while the
studs are cut by a circular saw. Interestingly enough, the studs
are toed into place and attached with a mixture af cut and wire
nails along the bottom', but are joined by mertice, tenon, and
peg systemsSinto the plates above. Perhaps this is Dbecause the

tension
greatest - was thought to be at the top, whereas the
weight of the house acted to reinforce the joints at the bottom
of the frame,

The interior consisted of one room down, and one up. The

room downstairs was warmed by a large fireplace in the east gabble

has
end, the chimney ° ' collapsed. Tongue and groove siding lined

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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A

This house was built as a dwelling for ,tenant
farming family., Its size and design reveal +the continuation
of the traditional forms, while its frame construction
is an interesifing marriage of the o0ld and the new.

Indeed, this house stands as an example of the transi-
tion from the post and beam frame house to the balloon
frame dwellings of the late 19th century, the latter form
becoming the dominant type until it was replaced by the
completely synthetic "mobile home" or "pre-fab" house

in the 3rd quarter of the 20th century.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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CONTINUATION OF THE PHYSICAL DESCRIPTICN OF THE WESTWOGCD
MANOR TENANT HOUSE:

the interior walls, Theee were no decorative fixtures
in the structure itself. A boxed staircase of re-used
beaded boards ascended the northwest corner. In the
upstairs , the rafters were exposed, were hewn, and were
half-lapped and attached by cut nails, Thg’ were rein-
forced by collars that were half-lapped too,
Along one of the joists downstairs was attached
a short section of a tree branch, from which ex-
tended at a 30°angle another smaller branch. There were
two of these abouy three feet apart, Ther were a simple
form of rack. Thés feature is seen in many folk houses
in “aryland. and has been seen in houses of low-income
farmers in places by this surveyor as far away as QOuter
Hebrides Islands off the the northwest coast of Scotland,
indicating a common response among diverse people to shared
which is to use
problems) materials available from nature in a

common sensical manner.,
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